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NDS EVENTS COMMITTEE
Minutes | Wednesday 2pm, 28 January 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk205817828]Attendees: Tarryn Ching (TC - Chair), Rebecca Spiers (RS), Maisie Coolman (MC), Sandy Figiel (SF), Emily Hotine (EH), Ben Alexander (BA), Joanna Lysakowska (JL), Louise King (LK), Anna Dzido (AD), Nicky Iyer (NI)
 
[bookmark: _Hlk205817864]Apologies: Louise Stile (LS), Philippa Wren (PW), Rajeev Kumar (RK), Val Parke (VP)

Location: MS Teams online
	Agenda Item 1
	Welcome, apologies & minutes 

	
	Welcome and apologies as above.  BA recording minutes.  TA confirmed meeting will be recorded, the team agreed and no issues.




	Agenda Item 2
	Budget

	
	RS confirmed the updated winter event invoice from Gusto is £10,571.78, approx. £15 over PO, but now accurate and tax‑inclusive.
TC – leaves us with approximately £5000 until the end of July.
TC noted the department is flexible with minor overspend if agreed beforehand.
Removing the Away Day from this financial year frees capacity for spring/summer events.



	Agenda Item 3
	Feedback on winter event 2025

	
	Highly positive feedback on venue and atmosphere.
Only criticism: small rooms restricted mingling.
Preference to maintain lunchtime Christmas format, though some interest in alternating with an evening “dinner dance”.
Future Venues to Explore: Randolph Hotel, Ashmolean Museum, Town Hall, Natural History Museum.




	Agenda Item 4
	Events/activities for Michaelmas 2025 (2025-26 budget)

	
	a) University Mental Health Day (Thursday, 12 March)
Ideas proposed:
EH - Puppy therapy / puppy yoga (cost & permissions to be explored).
LK - Arts & crafts, including marshmallow bunny‑making.
AD - Painting stations or simple creativity tables.
SF - Anonymous kindness note activity using Microsoft Forms.
MC - Thriving at Oxford well‑being session (roadshow).
EH - VR colouring using borrowable VR headsets.
EH - Knitting session (existing knitting club may support).
AD - Reading/quiet relaxation corner.
TC - Table tennis equipment available internally.

Logistics & Constraints
Animals may not be permitted on hospital sites (likely outdoor only).
Multiple lunchtime sessions suggested to accommodate numbers across sites.
Consider mixing high‑interaction (table crafts) with quiet activities (reading/colouring).
VR options may allow games (e.g., virtual mini‑golf) for Mental Health Day.
Need to issue Mental Health Day schedule soon; follow‑up meeting required.

Actions:
LK - Trial marshmallow bunny craft; check seminar room & alternative room availability; contact VR headset lead.
EH - Investigate puppy therapy feasibility, permissions and pricing.
MC - Contact Thriving at Oxford re: well-being workshop/roadshow.
JL – Ask knitting club if they’d like to get involved in the craft room.

b) Spring Event Planning (Bingo Night)
Bingo preferred over quiz for variety and engagement.
EH has a bingo cage and will run the event. [NDS Events]
Consider joining with other departments (e.g., Oncology) to boost attendance.
Venues considered: Up In Arms, Butcher’s Arms, Victoria Arms; pubs preferred for atmosphere.
Food options: pizzas; venue‑provided food optional.
Donate unwanted gifts for a prize table?
Option for a small entry fee or parallel charity raffle.
Avoid early March due to Mental Health Day and Easter.
Provisional: Late April (post‑Easter holidays).

Actions:
AD - Contact Up In Arms and Butcher’s Arms re: space, cost, availability.
TC - Enquire at Victoria Arms as backup option.

c) Summer Event
Strong preference to repeat BBQ at the Victoria Arms due to low cost (<£2,000), good atmosphere and indoor backup.
Plan for early July (1st or 2nd week), or beginning of June, evening timing suitable despite work‑experience programmes.

Actions:
TC - Contact Victoria Arms for early June or early July dates
d) Autumn Event
Declining attendance at Macmillan Coffee Mornings; group questioned continuing the format.
Alternatives suggested: 
Cake sale in high‑traffic areas (Green Building atrium, JR).
Tie‑ins with student footfall.
Volunteering initiatives (hospital, local charities).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Actions:
AD - Explore volunteering options and feasibility.
NI - Monitor footfall on Mondays to test viability for cake sale timing.
e) Winter Event
TC asked if everyone can start thinking about venues and possibly enquire about availability and prices and we’ll look at the next meeting.



	Agenda Item 5
	AOB

	
	None.



	Agenda Item 6
	Date of next meeting

	
	 A Doodle poll will be circulated by TC
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